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Intro 

Hey guys 1 Welcome to the third issue of Skinpress! So this issue 
has been by far the hardest issue yet (I know it's only the 
third) let's just say as much as you prepare and plan, some 
things just don't go the way you anticipate. We had hoped to 
interview a "bucket-list" band but that didn't go as planned. And 
we have AGAIN done another issue in under a month, woot woo to us 
right?! In this intro I want to talk about the "New Breed", and 
how our passion, our subculture, is now in our hands and we shape 
the way we want our surroundings to be. Here in Sydney we have 
such a wide range of ages, but more importantly a wide range of 
experiences, and I have to say I love going out to shows and club 
nights and listening to people reminisce about their "back m the 
day" hence the reason we decided to put in our "Days of 69" 
section because it is important to know where you come from. It's 
not the chronological events that's necessarily relevant but to 
know that the people that did it before us did it their way, and 
they controlled their surroundings and how they shaped their own 
experience of the "scene". I was talking to someone whose name I 
won't mention but is an older lady in the Sydney circuit and we 
were talking about how different is was back then compared to 
now, even though she doesn't like Oi (tsk tsk tsk you know who 
you are) she told me about how, back then if there was something 
that they didn't like within the group they would change it, if 
they didn't like the lack of bands or club nights they would make 
them, if they didn't like the politics they banned it and so on 
and so forth. She basically gave me a right whipping about the 
lack concern and action within the younger crowd. Amongst the 
whipping, reminiscing and the sharing, one thing really stood out 
to me. She said, "We've all done this before, now it's your 
turn", so it's really our turn to make it our own, to make our 
own experiences and make our memories ones that we'd like to keep 
and share in the future. It's people like this that make you have 
an "A-HA" moment, we have a great crowd in Sydney and I think 
it's pretty inspirational when you hear some of these stories of 
what went on and how things played out. We can use this as a 
crystal ball for our subculture and we can learn the mistakes of 
the past and make sure they don't happen again. Make sure the 
passion is for the music above all the other bullshit in-between, 
your experience is what you make it, so how do you want to 
remember these years? That everyone grew old and lost passion? I 
personally hope I'm till 65 standing up the front at a RUST 
cover band show, shoulder to shoulder with the new-new 
breeds of 2076. 


Hope you guys enjoy this issue! 
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Unity is a silly word. The call for unity is a bit silly. For all my life that 
word gets bandied around. Words like Loyalty, Family also get their fair share 
of being yelled out by someone on some soapbox and creates this sense of 
belonging and passion, but it’s all a bit silly. While I understand why those 
concepts are important, to the point of being a matter of life or death to some 
people in certain scenes in certain parts of the world, when those words get 
used generally within subcultures, those words are nothing but buzz words, 
because I think in the end, they’re missing the point. Don’t get me wrong, 
when I’m amongst other skinheads or Sydney’s extended subcultural family, 
it does feel nice because it’s basically safety in numbers. Y’know, it’s always 
nice to not be the minority in a pub or venue and that while we find pride and 
identity within being “the other”, it’s always nice to feel like you belong 
amongst a group of people who dress similar to you, who have the same 
haircut, who enjoy the same kind of music. But should those “nice warm 
feelings” govern your social life? Unity, Loyalty, Family, all nice warm-feeling 
inducing words, but are you united for the sake of having a front? Do you 
really know who you are loyal to? And family, well, while I consider certain 
very close friends as family, Family is a far more profound concept than 
“people who like the same shit as you”. 

That’s why I don’t understand why those terms are so fashionable. 
Those words to me are all words which are militant and unnecessarily 
aggressive because the image I see in my head when they are used 
amongst the skinhead circles is a phalanx of skinheads, all dressed alike, all 
putting on this impenetrable front. A sight which is formidable and would 
excite some people, but y’know what? It’s boring. I’d rather see those 
skinheads dancing and just enjoying the moment instead of getting into a 
defensive stance, against an invisible enemy. I understand that subculture is 
an identifier of being part of a larger group but first and foremost it was an 
identifier of a multifaceted identity. Take for example my friend, a 23 year old, 
female who lives in Sydney, Australia, its 2011 and she listens and dances to 
soul that was produced in America in the 60s, re-discovered in the 70s in the 
UK and onwards around the world. Just in that last sentence she has 7 
identifiers (in case you didn’t spot them age, gender, city, country, the time in 
which she lives in, the original music, the subculture that emerged from it). 
That’s not even taking into consideration her ethnicity, the other genres she 
listens to, her hair colour, her politics, her religious/spiritual beliefs, the fact 
that she’s a sister, a daughter and a million other things. All those things are 
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identifiers and they are united in her individual self and it is simply insufficient to 
consider one identifier as her fundamental self. Subcultures in fact, then, show that 
people are multilayered because subcultures themselves are multilayered and the 
people who identify with that subculture are working within a web of its history, 
past, present and future. Subculture then, is a celebration of the way things 
develop, change or remain consistent, an exercise of tradition but of also your 
personal mark. Why hinder that celebration with aggressive posturing? Why focus 
on strength through numbers and being a face in the “army” where the subculture 
has survived and remained relevant through the individuals who find pleasure and 
joy from it and continue to give it energy through organising events and 
participating in them. The strength of a subculture does not come from whether 
there is a united front, it comes from how many people are on the dance floor and 
want to share it. Unity, Loyalty, Family are all lovely things, but when I’m out with 
my friends, it’s the music, it’s the good people around you, it’s the good times that 
are most important. I’m not saying that we should all be rampant hedonists, but 
subculture is bodily more so than an ideology, it’s the personal experience and 
expression that keeps it alive, not a dogma or a couple of fuzzy-feeling inducing 
words. 


So where should loyalty and unity really lie? I say it’s when your ability to 
party and celebrate is taken away. I’m not the most up to date when it comes to 
Sydney’s licensing laws, but if it’s not the threat of hard-to-get licenses, liability, 
strict regulations to control violent behaviour, it’s pub and venue managers 
realising they have less issues when they have easy-listening contemporary folk 
singers and bands providing entertainment or it’s more profitable to cater for the 
massive inner city Sydney hipster market. This is nowhere near the same as 
America where population numbers and licensing laws are more lax, where 
festivals, huge subcultural club nights are less risky, financially. Surely we do what 
we can, and we are versatile enough to adapt our social circuits to make use of 
public spaces and promote truly DIY ventures, but the real issue is the reason 
behind the loss of spaces, because that one of the beautiful thing about 
subcultures; they are street level culture which create energy, passion and 
movement out of basically nothing. But loss is felt, especially if you had to work to 
get it and if it’s been adopted as a spatial identifier. Also I speak of spaces that are 
physical and/or emotional spaces, such as not being comfortable in the social 
space that you were in before. The path towards that loss is often felt to be created 
by external forces, but more often than not, it starts amongst the crowd. All the 
factors play into each other and start a vicious cycle but they all start with what 
happens within the subculture. It could start with petty in-scene drama, creating 
“armies”, a sense of misguided unity and loyalty and on the other side, distrust and 
apathy, it’s when no one feels a sense of liability and are mere consumers and not 
producers. But in the end, it comes down to people imposing themselves on others, 
intentional or not, physical or emotional. And if you were to break it down even 
more, it’s up to the individual and their own personal integrity. The need to impose 
oneself on another, to climb and to dominate, the confrontations and the “alliances” 
are all trivial to being part of something so beautiful and liberating. 








I can tell you, over and over again that subcultures have proven to 
remain relevant and exciting but they are still flimsy and need to be 
respected and sustained, I can keep telling you that the downfall of any niche 
group of people has always been through divisions which should be kept off 
the dancefloor, that while you can be a skinhead or a punk or a mod or any 
given subculture on your own, subculture transcends being a “teenage 
phase” through real love for the music and almost by default the need to 
share it and appreciate it with like-minded people or better yet, I could play 
‘Ghost Town’ to you until you develop a hate for The Specials. But it all 
means nothing if the individual refuses to see themselves as part of a web 
that’s so much bigger than they are and relish in division and exclusion. It’s 
creating personal loyalties, which I know I have, but it’s not loyalty if it divides 
and conquers or sustains drama. It essentially ruins my night and in the long 
run, the space I find such joy in, through making myself or others feel 
uncomfortable and potentially making the owner/manager/promoter re-think 
their decisions to open their doors to such destructive dramas. Because by 
that stage I would ask you to ask these questions; what kind of unity do you 
believe in if it’s based on division? What are you loyal to? Someone else or 
your own personal integrity? And finally what kind of family are you part of 
when its members willingly destroy the family home or let it fall to disrepair? 
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Tell the readers a little bit about the band... 

Footsoldier formed at the end of 2008. Three of our four members had been in a 
few bands together previously and we formed with our first drummer, Chatty. We 
recorded a demo and things started to roll from there. At the end of 2009 Garon 
replaced Chatty on drums and the four of us really clicked and we haven’t looked 
back. We recorded our first album, self titled ‘Footsoldier’ around 12 months ago 
and we are really happy with how it turned out. Our members are Nick - vocals, 
Cod - guitars, Josh - bass and Garon - drums 

When you added a new member to the band was it hard to keep with the 
original flow of the band? 

The other times it was, but when Garon joined the band he slotted in perfectly, it 
was an easy transition and the band kept its original flow! Yet as the years have 
passed we find ourselves playing a steadier beat than in the old days; fast and 






Is there a story behind the 
name Footsoldier? 

Not really, we just started 
brainstorming names and it 
came about from there. We 
are all working class lads 
and just consider ourselves 
the foot soldiers of society. 

What genre would you 
class the band? 

We consider ourselves 
working class punk. Some 
may call that Oi! But we are 
a bit different from your 
typical Oi band. 

Who are your major influences? 

They vary a lot, we all listen to different stuff, but if I must name a few probably 
European/English punk such as Cock Sparrer, Evil Conduct, Antidote, Exploited 
and Combat 84. Both Cod and Josh like some metal such as Motorhead and 
Slayer. 

How did the band come about? 

Nick, Cod and Josh have all been mates for close to twenty years and Garon was 
a little young hooligan who used to come to our old band ‘Havoc’s gigs. We all 
love music, so it’s a good way for us to catch up and have fun while been creative 
at the same time. 

Besides Havoc, were you ever in any other bands? 

Nick, Cod and josh were in a band called Human Greed which was then to change 
to Havoc! Garon sang in a band called Tight Pink Holes 

What inspired you to make music together? 

Getting into gigs for free, free beer and having a laugh with our mates. But at the 
same time we are still serious about making good tunes and singing about stuff 
that matters to us. 

Who have been Footsoldier’s favorite bands to play with? 

Too many to mention but highlights have been Slick 46, Rust, Standard Union, 
Lost Cause, The Scam, Plan of Attack and all the Victorian bands we usually play 
with. 









Do you have one single favorite gig? 

Both the Brisbane and Adelaide shows were great and a gig we played in 
Melbourne with The Terrace and Marching Orders were particularly memorable 
due to the hundreds who turned up. 


Melbourne and Brisbane have very different scenes, do you notice different 
types showing up to your shows per state? Or is it a constant mixture? 

Well we have only played in Brisbane once! And when we did we flew in really 
early and had no sleep because we went straight to holiday mode and had a 
couple too many drinks. But from what we remember, there was a constant 
mixture at the shows, yet every show we play there is always a lively crowd and 
very nice people. 


Who writes most of the songs? 

We have equal input and we all help in all areas 


What has been the most challenging thing about the band? 

Initially for both Foot Soldier and our early bands, it was to get a reliable drummer, 
but that has changed now we have Garon. He is a great musician, a great bloke 
and very consistent. 





Do you think it’s getting harder to find good musicians? 

We have only had to look for drummers, in our area Geelong it’s a bit hard to find 
musicians due to the lack of people into our style of music. There is only a small 
punk scene in Geelong and most of the musicians are already in bands. 

What’s the band’s ultimate direction? 

Just to write music both we and the punters like, and play in different towns and 
places. 

If you could do a gig with any three bands in the world, what bands would 
you choose? 

The bands we would choose would have to be Cock Sparrer, Antidote and The 
Warriors as they have been a big influence to us. 

Any last comments? 

Our CD is available through Pug Music online and at gigs- check it out we can 
also be contacted on MySpace/footsoldiergeelong.com. Cheers 
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|g§ lf you’ve been following our zines, you’re probably getting sick 
BBS of seeing Danielle... We’re guilty of being obvious fans of 

Danielle and we will never be sick of Danielle. In fact, we were 
ipg heartbroken when she left Sydney to move to Melbourne and 
I we’re absolutely thrilled that she’s returned. For those who 
jjj haven’t been following the zine (ahem?) she’s a regular on the 
£g2± smal1 club ni 9 ht DJ circuit, holding her own night Take it or 
9Bi Leave it for 5 years before she left. Now she’s back and she’ll 
flH he DJing at the Bad Manners show in June! But for the mean 
Vr time, here are 5 of her favourite tracks back then, and 5 from 
now! 
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1. Julie Driscoll 

This Wheel’s on fire 



1. The specials 

Ghost Town 



: i baw 

yXT There 


2. The Beatles 


I Saw Her Standing 



2. Strange 
Tennants 

Solider Boy 



3. The Cure 

Wish 



3. Madness 

Night Boat to Cairo 



4. The Marvelettes 

Mr. Postman 



4. John Holt 

Sea Cruise 


Baggy Trousers 


5. Madness 


5. Temple Tudors 

Swords of a 
Thousand men 


















I’ve decided to do a D.I.Y “How to Clean Your Own Boots and Do a Really Good 
Job” guide since clean, shiny boots are important and it seems some people 
don’t know how. This is the way I’ve done it and it’s always worked for me: 


Things you will need: 

- a pair of boots 

- two rags (I use old shirts I don’t use) 

- a cup of warm water 

- hair conditioner (if needed, for tough 
stains) 

- boot polish in either cherry or black, or 
both for oxblood boots. 

- opaque/thick tights 


Step 1 : Get your boots and take out the laces. 

Step 2: With one of the rags, dip it in the warm water and 
rub onto boots to get all the beer and dirt off them. Do this 
all over the boot and rub hard to get the dirt off, if you 
have any tough dirt on your boots then get a bit of 
conditioner, this should get it off. 

n. 
















Step 3: Get the other rag and dip it into 
your boot polish and rub onto boots, in 
circular motion. 

Step 3 (alternative): Get a lighter and 
run the flame over the top of the open 
tin of boot polish until the top melts 
slightly. Blow out the flames. Let it cool 
for a minute then rub the polish onto 
boots (please don’t do this if you’re 
clumsy like me because I freaked out 
and flipped it all over my veranda but I 
did manage to get an awesome shine on the boots with what was left in the tin) and 
remember if you do this you will have to melt the polish every time you polish your 
boots. 

Note: The alternative method melts the polish and will give incredible shine. But it does 
end up using more of the polish. 


Step 4: Put one layer on at a time and let them 
set outdoors for about 20 mins each layer. I 
usually apply three layers. 

Tip: This will also work on cherry boots if you're 
trying to make them ox-blood, but use 1 layer of 
cherry polish and 2 layers of black boot polish. 




Step 5: After all the layers have set, take a 
pair of your/your girlfriend’s/your mum’s 
opaque stockings and hold the boots 
between your knees 

Step 6: Use the stockings to rub the polish 
off; this will also create the shine. So rub 
vigorously. 

Step 7: Put them on 

Step 8: Look at them in awe. 



Step 9: Go out, get drunk. 

Step 10: Get up have a coffee and polish them all over again 















How long have you been putting on Uptown Top Ranking? 

It’s now in its third year, how time flies. 

Do you find it difficult keeping it fresh? Or how do you keep it fresh? 

I try and keep it fresh by having it as a quarterly club night, so having it four times 
a year keeps people on their toes, asking when the next one is. And also 
changing the DJ line up I have a core group but always allow one or two "Guest" 
spots to create some spontaneity to the night. 

For people who don’t know what Uptown Top Ranking is, can you 
summarise the night? 

a real mix of sounds played on vinyl from across a few scenes, such as punk, 
mod, northern soul, skinhead reggae, 2 tone, indie and a few retro numbers 
thrown in and each DJ I use brings something different to make this work 

What made you want to put on the night? 

I felt this was needed as there was only one good regular night on at the time and 
needed a different broader edge on it and try and hear a range of music not found 
in a dedicated club night. 

I do believe you’re talking about Take It or Leave it! Uptown Top Ranking, to 
a lot of us, was the fancy cousin of Take It or Leave It. Namely because the 
pub it’s held at (Hollywood Hotel) is a really beautiful, cosy and intimate 
pub. Was it hard to find a venue? 

A. Yes very Much so lots of hoop jumping trying to work with venues can be hard 
main factors are firstly, the location, secondly, whether it has a late licence and 
thirdly the vibe of the venue. I am very happy with the Hollywood hotel as they are 
with me so I plan to keep it there. 








What kind of music do the DJs play? 

Well, it's Vinyl only so that brings a whole 
genre into itself! We have Mod, Punk, 2 
Tone, Early Ska, Early Reggae, Northern 
Soul, Indie, 60's Lounge 


Why have you chosen a multi genre 
club night rather then a just northern 
soul or just ska and reggae club? 

To attract a broad range of people and try 
and influence cross-overs that often work 
with each other and to hear great music 
all night long 


What do you think nights like 
Uptown do for the scene? 

I think it give the scene another outlet 
another venue and builds friendships 
with new and old faces and hopefully 
bring out a few oldies from retirement! 


Did you have any favourite club 
nights that you used to go to while 
growing up? 

I used to go to the electric ballroom in 
Camden town on a Friday night was 
always good also the Camden Palace 
used to do a great mid week night 
called the music machine which was a 
band and DJ night, The mean fiddler in 
London too had some good nights on 
but it was mainly gigs growing up that 
kept me on my toes. 


What do you remember most about them? 

Seeing and mixing with like minded people who were very passionate about their 
music and subculture 


In the future how would you like people to remember Uptown Top Ranking? 

As a good night out no bullshit, Great music, Great company, Great venue 





Talking about Take It or 
Leave it. A lot of people 
know you as a DJ from 
TIOLI, what got you into 
DJing? 

A passion for music and 
collecting vinyl and to play the 
records I love LOUD! 

So with that passion for 
collecting vinyl, do you have 
any tips for collectors? 

Yes, garage sales are good; 
you get a lot of bargains and 
rare stuff there. Try and 
concentrate more on the track 
as opposed to the label when 
buying as re-issues are 
generally cheaper than the 
first pressing so more bang for 
your buck. eBay can be good, just got to know what the record is worth to keep in 
mind at markets and record fairs. Also, I keep a database now to stop buying 
duplicates! 

What are some lessons you have learnt along the way? 

Play to the crowd! It’s not always the best idea to play your personal favourites if 
the crowd is not digging it. Have a good mix in your selection particularly handy if 
changing over from someone, so to keep the dance floor busy play a few tracks of 
what the last DJ was playing and then ease them into your set; there’s nothing 
worse than seeing the dance floor emptying out! 

Do you have any tips for people who want to start a club night? 

Work out the type of night and the people you want to attract, then you want 
canvas the ones you are interested in; be patient this takes time. Don't always 
look at it as a money making venture; make it something you will enjoy putting on. 

You mentioned that it was tricky to find a venue, especially one that fills 
your criteria. Has there been a change in the availability of good venues? 

No! Due to venues going all hip and wanky they're not interested in nights like 
ours and the hipster invasion of inner city suburbs does not help. A lot of joints 
don’t go very late any more. 
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Any last comments? 

Thanks to all that have attended and supported me without the punters we are 
nothing without the nights the scene is nothing we work together to keep it 
strong "United we stand divided we fall". Loving the zine guys! 



Follow Uptown Top Ranking on Facebook and find out when the next 
Uptown Top Ranking hits the Hollywood Hotel! 
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Tell the readers a little bit about the band? 

We have 6 members in the band in total, currently 5 active members. There’s 
Baz on bass, Roy on guitar, Danny boy - guest guitarist, Max on drums and 
myself (Caz) on vocals. Jim is our original guitarist; he is currently recovering 
from a major stroke. 


Is there a story behind the name, Eager 13? 

Caz: Eager was the nickname of my ex-brother in-law, Stephan, who 
unfortunately died back in 1991. It happened that he passed away on Friday 
13 th of July. He was an old punk rocker, he would have loved the irony and the 
fact that he passed away on such a day! I thought of the name back in 2003, 
whilst I was doing an assignment in Contemporary Music at Tafe in Canberra. 
We had to make-up a band name for a mock advertisement in Drum Media 
and that’s when Eager 13 first came about. So when the band was looking at 
what to call ourselves, I suggested the name and it stuck with us from there. 
The name Eager 13 to me, conjures the idea of having fun and being 
unconventional, I hope our music expresses those two elements in some way 
in our songs. 


What genre of music would you class the band? 

Caz: I would say punk and 2-Tone are the predominant genres that come out 
in our music. 


How did the band come about? 

Baz, Max and I started up the band in mid 2009, then we found Jim and Roy 
through an ad we put in the Drum Media. Initially we were just looking for one 
guitarist, but they were both really good and had different sounds to add to the 
band, so we decide to keep them both! 
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Seeing you live you notice that the band is very eclectic, who are your 
major influences? 

Caz: Individually we have a broad range of musical interests. 

My strongest influences would have to be 2-Tone, Oi! and Punk bands from 
1980s in the UK and US (there are too many to list!). In regards to female 
vocalists, I have always admired Polystyrene - X- Ray Spex, Deborah Harry - 
Blondie, The Selectors - Pauline Black, Chrissy Amphlett - Divinyls, and 
Chrissy Hines - The Pretenders, and Billy Holiday. 

Baz: The Damned, Sex Pistols, Band ‘X’, Mark Bedford from Madness. 

Roy: Ska/punk tunes from Rancid, The Clash and Green Day. 

Max: Bill Stevens -Descendants, Ministry 
Danny Boy: Face to Face & Social Distortion 

What inspired you to make music together? 

Caz: Our passion to play the music together that we love! 

Baz and Max: Seeing girls bounce around on the dance floor! 

Roy: Meeting other people interested in the same style of music as myself. 

Since the band started you’ve played with some pretty big bands in 
Sydney, what do you think would be your favorite gig? 

Caz: Our first gig is one of my most memorable ones; it was at the Town & 
untry at Pugs Day Out 2010. I was very excited to be able to play with my 
good friend’s (Gazz) band RUST, The Corps and the other bands that were 
on for the day - there was a real buzz in the air and there was a great turn-out 
of people that came out to see us, which we were really chuffed about. All the 
shows we have played around the inner west have been good shows. 

Baz: Playing with White Knuckle Fever at the Valve Bar in Tempe! (Then 
called The Harp). 

Roy & Max: Shows at the Lansdowne Hotel 
Danny boy: Sandringham Hotel shows. 

Caz: We’ve been very lucky to play with some great talented Australian punk 
bands since we’ve started up, it feels like a big family here in Sydney really. 
Everyone involved in organising shows and DJ nights including the punters, all 
put a lot of effort into supporting each other in whatever way possible and it’s 
awesome to be part of that. 

For our overseas readers, can you sum up the Australian scene? 

Our subculture scene in Australia is still very alive and kicking! It’s probably 
stronger today than in the early days. Back in the ‘80s we didn’t have the 
technology that we have today, so we were always one or two years behind 
the rest of the world. Today we have instant information that can be shared 
from many different media and social networks, increasing access. So what’s 
great about today is that we are more strongly connected with our interstate 
fellows and with the rest of the world. This is evident in the amount Festivals 
that are happening all over the world and which are growing yearly, these 
types of events are what unites us together. Also, like our overseas brothers 
and sisters, we faced and still face the same excitements, turmoil, injustices, 


social ignorance, misunderstanding and politics. For those who have survived 
some of those not so good experiences, they are the things that have made us 
stronger and wiser as individuals and as a subculture. 









Pugs Day Out is soon approaching, are you as excited to play this year 
as you were last year? 

Caz: Absolutely! It’s a great opportunity to get together with mates, our 
interstate friends and bands and meet new people, not forgetting to eat, drink 
and be merry! I’m also looking forward to this year’s Pugs Day Out as 
proceeds will be going out to help fund our good friends RUST to play at this 
year’s Rebellion Festival in Blackpool, UK! The line-up of bands for 2011 looks 
amazing! Just wish we could join 'em! 

You do an amazing cover of ‘Oh Bondage, Up Yours’, are you a big fan of 
X-Ray Spex? Or Riot Grrrl in general? 

Thanks! Oh yes I’ve been a big fan of X-Ray Spex ever since I heard them 
back in 1983 on my old high-school friend’s (Wendy) turn-table. I adore 
Polystyrene’s voice and her honest poetic lyrics. I loved the energy of their 
1978 ‘Germfree Adolescents’ album, it is a classic punk album, it never 
outdates and is still a regular one that I listen to and which still inspires me. 
They had a unique sound, no other band has matched them since, and you 
have to admire that! I was extremely saddened to hear that Polystyrene 
passed away this April, due to breast cancer. She was a great female icon in 
my eyes and she’s has left an imprint in my heart. I’m very grateful for the 
songs X-ray Spex has given to this world. I like the idea of what Riot Grrrl 
music represents and I like girl bands like L7 who have a kick ass attitude. I 
respect what they do, but I’d have to say I’m more of a fan of individual punk 
rock and ska artists both male and female than anything else. 



Caz, I love the power and 
energy in your voice, it does 
remind me of Polystyrene’s 
vocals. Do you think she had 
any influence on why you 
started the band? 

For sure she did in part; people 
like Beki Bondage of Vice Squad 
and other like-minded musicians 
have also had a strong influence 
on me in wanting to start a band. I 
think having a passion for singing 
has always been my main motive 
to start a band; when I’m singing I 
feel complete. Bands that have 
sparked up my emotions through¬ 
out the years have been my 
greatest influences. I think it’s hard 
sometimes to stick to just one style 
of music when there are many 
genres of music that we like. At 
the end of the day, if we can 
perform music which people enjoy 
our work is done! 








Why did you choose this cover? 

Caz: The boys choose this song for us to cover, it was one of these songs that 
most people are aware of, and it was also the best song for Jim to work on 
confident, as he needed to reproduce the brass sections into guitar riffs. He is 
magical like that! It’s an empowering song to sing as a female and always fun 
to do! We’ve talked about covering some other songs written by X Ray Spex in 
the future, which I’d really like to do. 


Who writes most of the songs? 

Caz: Everyone is a part the writing process really, usually Baz, Roy or Jim will 
come up with a riff or idea for a song and Max and I will add the beat and lyrics 
to complete the song. Some full songs have been written by Roy and Jim 
including lyrics, which I have then ‘tweaked’ to fine-tune the song. 


What has been the most challenging thing about the band? 

Caz: Jim having his stroke in October 2010mwas a big challenge and change 
for us as a band. The stroke paralysed half of Jim’s body so it was 
heartbreakingly evident to everyone shortly afterwards, that he would not be 
able to play guitar for quite some time yet. So with Jim’s consent we started 
looking for another guitarist to fill in his place in his absence. Baz asked Danny 
Boy (who had previously been playing guitar for THUG) if he would mind 
helping us out on guitar, Danny said that he was happy to help us out for as 
long as needed. Danny quickly became a member of Eager 13, he has a great 
relaxed attitude and we really appreciate having him on board. Roy has had to 
re-learn a lot of the guitar structure which Jim use to do in our songs, while 
Danny has had to learn the guitar sections which Roy use to play. It’s been a 
learning curve for everyone but, we are now finally starting to sound like the 
Eager 13 that people remember. 









What’s the bands ultimate direction? 

We want to record an album this year! (If it’s the only thing we do!)... Then to 
tour interstate, and after that hopefully to play shows overseas. 

Baz: To play at Rebellion someday! 

Caz: Yes I agree, to play Rebellion and other festivals around the world would 
be great! 

Roy: A small tour around Australia and overseas would be good. 

Caz: oh and of course to put a smile on people’s dials and a bounce in their 
feet! 


Any last comments? 

Thank you for inviting us for an interview Skinpress and thank you for your 
contribution in keeping the music and the scene alive in Sydney. It’s friends 
like you who make being a part of the scene all the more worthwhile! Which 
reminds me of something my good friend Mick Horan (from Uptown Top 
Ranking) said to me recently in response to suggesting us to support Bad 
Manners ‘I always try and help my friends, we’re all in this scene together for 
the good!’ and thanks to all those who have supported and continue to support 
us, see you at Pugs Day Out! 







NEwbreeD 

Like mentioned in the Intro, while we love learning about how it was “back in the day” 
through the people we meet at gigs and club nights or even just over the internet, but we 
believe there needs to be an equal amount of interest and urgency to not let the 
subculture be stagnant or overrun by things that have proven to be destructive in the 
past. We figured, what better way to celebrate this new and multi-faceted aspect of the 
skinhead way of life, past, present and future, than to publish reader and fan submitted 
recounts of their experience today. We’d love to make this a regular section so want to 
hear from you, just send us a message on our Facebook page or send us an email at 
skinpresszine@hotmail.com and like Luis below, you could get published! 



He lives in South Central, L.A. It used to be dangerous in that 
area, but for now, it's pretty chill. He walks with his Doc 
Martens and his blue suspenders hanging down, he knows 
there is more to being a skin than just boots and braces. He 
is a full blooded Salvadorian. Being a skin has taught him 
tolerance towards different groups of humans and to have 
pride in who he was and what he had accomplished. But the 
one thing he really loves, was explaining what a real 
skinhead is. Explaining to people who look at him so 
confused or who make remarks such as "You can't be 
skinhead, you’re not white". He always explains what the 
readers already know, the roots of a skin. He's glad there are some street punks who 
know what a real skinhead is, since they adopted Oi! (American Oil) 


“In high school, he was aware he never fitted in with the 
thrashers or punks, because they had a different mentality, 
and after all they just wanted to be different. 


He adopted the chant Oi! Oi! Oi! He noticed that he couldn't adopt the phrase "Cheers 
& Beers", instead he chose "Cheers & Root Beers" because he is in fact straight 
edge. Wait! South Central, doesn’t everyone do drugs and drink heavily, how can he 
be a skinhead and at the same time be straight edge? 














At this time he enters the blue line and he teels all eyes are on him. Heart hull Ot 
Pride’ by Perkele is playing in his earphones, he notices that song is really powerful 
because he feels the rush of pride growing. He has skin pride, straight edge pride, 
pride in his roots, in the struggles he had gone through with the family. Now ‘Crucified’ 
by Agnostic Front plays, he knows it’s a cover of one of an Iron Cross song, but it 
speaks to him, it speaks upon that moment. 

Finally, he arrives at his destination, an old lady stares at him, he walks on. He 
doesn't dress like a skinhead to bring fear; he feels completely comfortable dressing 
the way he does. 

Being a skin, in a non-skin area is a great experience. Sure in the Riverside area 
there may be a lot more skinheads; there’s a band from Riverside called the 
Toughskins, check them out, but as far as he knows, he is yet to meet another skin in 
South Central. At times he has debates with people of other subcultures. He knows 
they only know of side of skinhead the media portrays, the darkside. He’d rather show 
them the decent, fun side of skinhead culture. He also takes pride in working, 
because he is being productive and doesn't have to be a bum all day. Politics? Who 
cares! He would rather go out and chill with friends and forget about it; he's not here 
to change the world, he's here to be a better human. What hardcore and skin have 
given him was a mind of his own, to be creative, outspoken, out of his shell. When 
you put both these subcultures together you know "Wait, I can do that too, I sure can 
do this". 

Desmond Dekker is really who got him into the whole skinhead ska and reggae; he 
never dug Skacore. He somehow credits The Who, why? Well they are from Britain, 
so it's really easy to look into, Cockney Rejects, Angelic Upstarts, Cock Sparrer, 

Sham 69, then from there on he’ll explore more... European Oi! (in particular, Non- 
Servium really brought my attention to Spain's Oi!) South America Oi! North America 
Oi! Central America Oi! Asian Oi! It's a phenomenon. Skinheads are everywhere in 
the world. 

People can look down on the skinhead because of the short horrible history, but if 
they search deeper into the roots, they will know a true skin will never die, it's not 
ready to let go, it's here to stay! 

With pride the skins will chant 

With pride the skins will stand tall 

With pride the skins will lace up their DM's 

With pride the skins will continue to make and write and hear the music, that have 
defined them for decades. Being a skin in a non-skin area, and teaching people is 
really a blessing. At last he walks into his home and lays down on his bed and looks 
up at the ceiling ('Because You’re Young’ by Cock Sparrer, plays in his mind) and he 
smiles.” 
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Tell the readers a little bit a bit the band... 

The band was started in 2002 by me (AL) and Gavin (RIP 1977-2008) with the idea of 
doing an Australian Style Oi! Band, rather than copying the early UK bands. The 
original line up recorded a 3 track demo and broke up... I had just about given up all 
hope but then Ben and Chris came along and the band started again. 

The name Marching Orders seemed appropriate at the time because we used to have 
big piss ups in the city every Saturday and everyone would get plastered and out of 
order. It got to the point where Punks and Skins were banned from most city pubs... 
At least we were anyway! Hence the name... You've been given your Marching 
Orders! 

How many line up changes have there been and what other bands are the 
members in? 

There were quite a few lineup changes early on but new the lineup is pretty solid and 
I doubt it will change again. Ben and Brod play in a punk band called Stranglehold 
and Chris and Phil have another Oi! Band called The Baldies. I sing in a psychobilly 
band called Manic Pistoleros. When Bulldog Spirit was around (the second time) they 
featured three Marching Orders members also! 






How much do you think the Melbourne scene has changed since the band 
first started? 

The scene tends to change a lot down here. When we first started we used to get 
really big crowds of punks, we could play a Scout Hall in the outer suburbs and still 
pull a good crowd. Then when emo/metalcore etc came along the gig numbers 
dropped off a bit and for a while it was mostly skins at our shows and other loyal gig 
goers! These days the scene has come full circle and gig numbers are quite high again 
and some new Oi bands are starting to appear which is great because normally a lot 
of Melbourne bands opt for safe boring versions of Punk rather than the real thing!! 

What genre of music would you class the band? 

We are an Australian Oi! Band, but we take influences from quite a few other genres. 

What do you think separates Australian Oi! from English Oi? 

I guess there are only a small number of Aussie Oi bands around but I think their 
style is a little more towards rock n roll. Taking influences from early AC/DC and Rose 
Tattoo, with a tip of the hat to UK Oi greats from the 80's also! 

Who are your major influences? 

The early UK stuff, Cock Sparrer, Menace, The Business, Blitz etc. But also Aussie rock 
n roll like Rose Tattoo, AC/DC, The Angels, Lobby Loyde and The Coloured Balls. Also 
50's and 60's Rock n roll. 



So how do you manage to fit in band practice with having all the other 
bands? Do you find it difficult trying to manage everyone's gigs or 
schedules? 

When you're in a band you 
have to make the effort to 

go to practice each week f*, * *“ " 

after work. It's very easy to * 

sit at home and watch TV . i m 

instead. If you are in more \ HQH \ \ 

than one band then you P ; {hr . A \ 

have a busy schedule and 

have to work around other ^ ^ VyW^^, - * 

people quite a bit. But I I . I" 

look forward to practice x j 

most weeks and wouldn't i fi m 

have it any other way. 1 * * 7 , * ’> nB -' 







What inspired you to make music together? 

All of us are big fans of Oi! And punk music and always have been.... I guess that's 
why. Most of us have played in bands before too. Once you start playing in bands you 
never stop! At least that's what I reckon. 


Who writes most of the songs? 

Me (AL), Ben and Brod come up with the song ideas and the whole bands pieces them 
together 


For some reason you guys always miss Sydney when touring, care to 
explain? 

We have played NSW before! That was a little while back though. We haven't done 
much interstate stuff for a while because we have all been saving for our European 
tour, August this year that is! We will definitely play Sydney again... After the tour! 

Do you think because we are so far away and our scene is significantly 
smaller then places like England that it makes it harder to break into the 
rest of the world? 

I think the internet makes the rest of the world a lot more accessible but there is no 
substitute for playing live. From what I hear, Germany is one of the best scenes for Oi 
music in the world right now. I guess we will find out for ourselves in August this 
year. 






You've got some 
upcoming tours, 
where are you off to 
now? 

We played USA in 2008 
and things went pretty 
well, but we wanted a 
proper tour to make it 
worth travelling so far. 

Our record Label has 
put this one together. 

We are playing England, 

Germany, France, 

Holland (maybe) and 
the Czech Republic. 

Should be great fun! 

Do you have a favourite memory of a gig? 

There have been lots of great shows over the years but my 2 favourites would be 
supporting Dropkick Murphys in Melbourne because we got to play to a huge crowd 
and people liked it! Also our most recent show at the Arthouse in Melbourne (which 
has just closed after 30 odd years of live punk music, sad day), was a favourite 
because the crowd reaction was so good... people went nuts and there was an overall 
good feeling at the show 




What kind of things inspire your lyrics? 

I don't write all the lyrics but mostly mine are inspired by things that have happened 
to me or things I've seen. Two of our recent songs were based on the death of our 
first bass player. Also there are songs about good times with good mates, drunken 
nights out and injustice 

What inspired the 'Skins and Sharpies' insert found in the vinyl? 

Like I said earlier, even though we are influenced by UK punk we like to show a bit 
Australiana! And Sharpies are not well known around the world; this may help people 
overseas understand what it was all about... Also we are influenced by the music that 
was inspired by that generation. 





How has the band's sound changed since 2002? 

I don't think we have changed much at all... although our sound has progressed. I 
guess our latest album 'Days Gone By' shows the sound we were aiming for all along! 
We also unexpectedly got asked to contribute a song for the movie 'Green St 
Hooligans 2'... It gets played right near the end for about 30 seconds!! 


That's awesome! How did you end up getting that? And do you think that 
created more exposure for you guys? 

The movie makers asked us... Don't know where they heard us but apparently they 
wanted Oi and punk bands to be on the soundtrack. It has helped us for sure; lots of 
people became interested in us because they heard our song in the movie 


Do you have a new CD coming out? 

Since 'Days Gone By' we have released a 7 inch called 'Nation of Ghosts' and there is 
another 7 inch planned to coincide with the tour! Also our back catalogue of releases 
before 'Days Gone By' is just being pressed on CD now and will be available very 
soon! 


Where can fans get Marching Orders merch? 

You can get it from lots of distro's all around the world. The main ones would be 
Contra Records in Germany (they also have t-shirts, badges etc), Longshot Music in 
America and Pug Music in Australia! A simple Googie search will give you a list of 
other places. 


Any last comments? 

Thanks for the interview. Cheers! 










REVIEWED 



Vicious Rumours - Farticus C.D (Pretty Shittv 

town Records! reviewed bv Pat 


This is a welcome collection from Vicious 
Rumours. It features the classic tracks, some 
US recorded tracks previously released as a 
split with the Generators, some live tracks from 
Germany and some demos as well as the 
classics “Moose on the Loose”, “This is Your 
Life”, “GDYK” are all here. It’s well produced 
and put together and a lot better quality than what I expected. If you like a bit 
of humour in your Oi, or if you’re a fan of Peter & The Test Tube Babies, 
Beerzone etc you will enjoy it. 



Marching Orders Nation of Ghosts 7” 

(Contra/Lona shot! reviewed bv Pat 

Following through on the tail of “Days Gone 
By” last year’s full length LP we have the new 
4 track E.P in 7” Vinyl in assorted colours (they 
are almost sold out round the world) 

Track list 
Nation of Ghosts 
To this Day 
Epidemic 
Stuck in a Rut 


They are songs in the same vein as the L.P songs about Loss, Hope and 
everyday life will not disappoint any Marching Orders fan. 
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Branded - THUG / Arav Barav 7” split 

(Randale) reviewed by Pat 


It’s Aussie vs UK here with a great split on 
Black vinyl (with a rumour of some yellow 
ones in the UK). Two tracks from each of the 
bands with THUG doing “DOG” and “Never 
Change” both tracks the band have played 
live for a little and have perfected them in 
that Aussie pub rock style they do so well. 
The Argy Bargy tracks “Be Somebody” a 
typically AB track is the usual standard and 
the second track “All the Lessons” is a Rose Tattoo cover done tastefully 
knowing the band’s friendship with the “Tatts”. Great to see this split with 
both bands and here’s to more UK/Aussie splits! 


Citzen Fish - Goods 

reviewed by Dan 

What do you get when you take a handful of 
the Specials, a handful of the Dead 
Kennedys and a tall skinny bloke with 
glasses? A new Citizen Fish record, of 
course. These guys have been kicking since 
the late 1980's and have kept pretty quiet 
recording-wise over the past few years (if 
you don't count a few split EP's they did a 
while back). Personally, I think this album is 
a definite return to form. For me, the real drawcard to a Cit Fish album has 
always been Dick Lucas (vox), and his unmatchable way with words. 
However, this album offers so much more than that. Fast, upbeat chord 
progressions and start/stop tempos make this album everything a fan could 
have hoped for. There doesn't seem to be much room for a breather, as 
there's just so much going on in every track. Musically, it's a barrage of 
upstrokes and horn section blasts, with elements of surf rock and reggae 
thrown in for good measure. As far as the lyrics go, once again, it's all about 
Lucas, and his iconic way of turning complex ideas into a message that I'm 
sure we can all relate to in one way or another.From cruisy Reggae riffs, to 
the sort of of two-tone/punk hybrid these guys have grown to perfect over the 
years, this album is definitely one for the "drinkin 1 tunes" pile! 












Bloody Hammer- Poao Rock 

reviewed bv Dan 

Okay, so this cassette (yep, you read it 
right...CASSETTE!!!!) was actually released last 
year, but I'm still yet to see anybody pay it the 
attention it deserves, so here goes. Bloody 
Hammer are a band from Melbourne, fronted by 
ex Pisschrist member Yeap, now playing a much 
more oi!/street-rock sound. To me, it sounds a bit 
like a cross between Blitz and Motorhead...so, 
needless to say, this rules! It's admittedly just a 
demo (only four tracks) but they are the sort of 
songs that served as anthems to me and my mates growing up, with lyrics 
that don't pretend to be anything they're not, and music that isn't trying to be 
too fancy or technical. In short, these songs are street-punk to the core. As 
far as the overall quality of the demo, what it lacks in track-listing, it MORE 
than makes up for in credibility, and you can literally hear the beers being 
spilt front of stage with every drumbeat and palm-muted chord.I guarantee 
this will be a band that will go on to do good things...very good things! 
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Contacts 

Eager 13: 

MySpace : www.myspace.com/eager13 
facebook: search for eager 13 

Marching orders: 

MySpace: www.myspace.com/marchingorders 
facebook: search for marching orders 

Footsoldier: 

MySpace:www.myspace.com/footsoldiergeelong 

Uptown top ranking: 

Facebook: search uptown top ranking 


S'* • 


Skinpress: 

Facebook: search skinpress zine 
Hotmail: skinpresszine@hotmail.com 












Outro 

Thanks for reading the third issue of Skinpress zine! We were 
extremely shocked that we could pull this off after all the 
twists and turns, let alone in one month. Doing this zine, 
especially in a month, takes a lot of time and energy, from 
the bands, the ever working editor/grammar Nazi, the 
contributors and all of the rest. So first off I would love 
to thank my almost -live-in grammar Nazi, for helping me with 
everything in the zine from the layout to picking things up 
that spell check doesn't; without you this wouldn't be 
possible because my writing is horrible and no one could read 
anything I say. Also thanks to Dan for doing the front cover 
and a couple of the reviews on short notice! Fucking love 
your work! Thanks to all the boys from Footsoldier for the 
interview and thank you to Marching Orders who gave an 
awesome interview in such short time (p.s COME TO SYDNEY!) 
and the beautiful Caz and the crew from Eager 13 for their 
great interview! Thank you to my amazing boyfriend who gets 
the short end of the stick by having to deal with the stress 
haha and who puts money into printing;, I fucking love you 
babe. Thank you to Luis for sharing your unique experience as 
a skin, with that we are always looking for more people who 
want to share their experiences or just contribute in any 
way. So if you have a knack for writing, reviewing etc send 
us an email! Thank you to Danielle for letting us look into 
her record collection (and welcome back to Sydney!) thank you 
everyone who's Uptown Top Ranking photos I stole, what a 
night! Speaking of which thanks Mick for telling us about 
what it takes to run the club night that's so close to our 
hearts, and thanks again for running it in the first place. 

In this issue we only had Australian bands but we are 
planning on doing four bands; two local and two 
international, more meaty articles, reviews etc but like each 
issue, we'd love your input; we want to know what you want in 
your next issue of Skinpress! Thank you to all the readers 
and people who support the zine, and if you're local distro 
doesn't sell Skinpress, drop in a good word for us yeah? :) 










